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John Rowlett & Rose Ann Rowlett

Cherry-throated Tanager—seen by all on our first full day of birding, by 7:05 AM—what a way to start off
our 2004 tour! Reasonably nice weather on the first part of our trip gave way to rather poor weather on
the latter part, but we jovially fought off any dampening of spirits and managed to record about 160
Atlantic Forest endemics, merely a few of which were heard only or seen poorly—a feat virtually
impossible at any other time of year but the austral spring. In addition we saw a number of endemic taxa
currently treated at the subspecific level and a number of species that have limited ranges, even if they are
not endemic to the Atlantic Forest biome. Some are endemic as breeders, wintering further north in
Amazonia. Among a few misses, our biggest were perhaps Black-fronted Piping-Guan (only Rose Ann got a
glimpse), Variable Screech-Owl, and that contemptibly elusive Blue-bellied Parrot! The most outstanding
experiences (in addition to the Cherry-throated Tanager) were with Red-tailed Parrots copulating at close
range on Illha Comprida; a Vinaceous Parrot seen from atop the tower near the Hotel Hampel perched in
lovely light and raising its ruff all round its neck; a marvelous look at Solitary Tinamou on its roost some
seven meters above ground; great views of a male and two female Red-billed Curassows on our first
morning at CVRD; an unbelievable performance by a male Frilled Coquette with its crest raised, its frills
extended, at Itatiaia; a Rusty-barred Owl appearing magically after our picnic dinner; fantastic encounters
with the "big five" antshrikes; all six Drymophila beauties; uncommonly fine views of Saw-billed Hermits
and Brazilian Rubys; those Golden-tailed Parrotlets settled (!), the male displaying his gaudy tail to the
female; the Saudades, one poeticizing from its unapparent perch in the mist, the other holding forth in full
sunlight; the truly incomparable Yellow-fronted Woodpeckers; the amazing view we had of Wetland
Tapaculo for the entire group; that Plumbeous Rail emerging from the cattails in full make-up; the lovely
Glaucous-blue Grosbeaks, Saffron-headed Blackbirds, and Black-bellied Seedeaters in the high grasslands;
actually seeing those Chamaezas; repeated views of those fantastic Tangaras throughout the trip; and a
laser-packin® Merlin for half the trip! But enumerating highlight experiences only brings more to mind,
an inexhaustible pleasure! Read on through the triplist for more highlights and forgive me for leaving out
any of your favorites. Among non-avians, frogs, toads, and moths stopped us along the way, as did a lovely
rosy-bellied boa. Okay, so mammals were poor; but | have to qualify that by noting that the ten
participants on the tour, though not on the triplist, ranked among the highlights for Rose Ann and me! And
to this end, we celebrated frequently at classy restaurants and even had one meal prepared for us in advance.
Long live the Arararipa, Brazilian hospitality, and birding companies that don't "run a little short"!

List total: 498 bird taxa and 11 mammal taxa
If marked to left of list, * = heard only, | = introduced, E = endemic
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BARN SWALLOW (Hirundo rustica)

Motacillidae
HELLMAYR'S PIPIT (Anthus hellmayri brasilianus)
Seen nicely as it stood on a log in the high grasslands of Rio Grande do Sul.

OCHRE-BREASTED PIPIT (Anthus nattereri)

What a delight to see this bird come charging in (with food in its bill) in response to playback; it no doubt had

a nest very close as it held the food the entire time we watched it. Excellent views of this poorly know and

rare pipit.
Troglodytidae
BLACK-CAPPED DONACOBIUS (Donacobius atricapilla)
THRUSH-LIKE WREN (Campylorhynchus turdinus)
MOUSTACHED WREN (Thryothorus genibarbis)
LONG-BILLED WREN (Thryothorus longirostris)

A very long-billed Thryothorus.
HOUSE WREN (Troglodytes aedon)
Mimidae
CHALK-BROWED MOCKINGBIRD (Mimus saturninus)
Turdidae
YELLOW-LEGGED THRUSH (Platycichla flavipes)
EASTERN SLATY-THRUSH (Turdus subalaris)

One below the tower near the Hotel Hampel.
RUFOUS-BELLIED THRUSH (Turdus rufiventris)
PALE-BREASTED THRUSH (Turdus leucomelas)
CREAMY-BELLIED THRUSH (Turdus amaurochalinus)

Numerous. Eric had a nest with three chicks.
COCOA THRUSH (Turdus fumigatus)

WHITE-NECKED THRUSH (Turdus albicollis crotopezus)

Seen at Pindobas and Caetes.

WHITE-NECKED THRUSH (Turdus albicollis albicollis)
Seen on llha Comprida and near Garuva.

Polioptilidae
LONG-BILLED GNATWREN (Ramphocaenus melanurus)

Corvidae
E AZURE JAY (Cyanocorax caeruleus)
What a nice big jay; seen well on several occasions.

PLUSH-CRESTED JAY (Cyanocorax chrysops)

Passeridae
HOUSE SPARROW (Passer domesticus)

Estrildidae
COMMON WAXBILL (Estrilda astrild)

Vireonidae
RED-EYED (CHIVI) VIREO (Vireo olivaceus chivi)

E RUFOUS-CROWNED GREENLET (Hylophilus poicilotis)
Fine and frequent views.

LEMON-CHESTED GREENLET (Hylophilus thoracicus thoracicus)
Nominate thoracicus, which we saw nicely at Fazenda Capricornio, is an Atlantic Forest endemic.

RUFOUS-BROWED PEPPERSHRIKE (Cyclarhis gujanensis)
Heard often and seen best at the Giant Antshrike spot along the Agulhas Negras road.

Fringillidae
HOODED SISKIN (Carduelis magellanica)
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Parulidae
TROPICAL PARULA (Parula pitiayumi)

MASKED YELLOWTHROAT (Geothlypis aequinoctialis)
GOLDEN-CROWNED WARBLER (Basileuterus culicivorus)

E WHITE-RIMMED (-BROWED) WARBLER (Basileuterus leucoblepharus)
Many nice looks at this superb songster.

NEOTROPICAL RIVER WARBLER (Phaeothlypis rivularis)

Coeribidae
BANANAQUIT (Coereba flaveola)

Thraupidae
CHESTNUT-VENTED CONEBILL (Conirostrum speciosum)

E BROWN TANAGER (Orchesticus abeillei)
After considerable effort, we had great views of a pair on the Tres Picos trail, Itatiaia.

CINNAMON TANAGER (Schistochlamys ruficapillus)
MAGPIE TANAGER (Cissopis leveriana)

E CHESTNUT-HEADED TANAGER (Pyrrhocoma ruficeps)
Some swell views of this handsome endemic near Teresopolis.

E RUFOUS-HEADED TANAGER (Hemithraupis ruficapilla)
Seen often and well.

YELLOW-BACKED TANAGER (Hemithraupis flavicollis)
HOODED TANAGER (Nemosia pileata)

E CHERRY-THROATED TANAGER (Nemosia rourei)
WOW! Seeing this one right off the bat was extremely gratifying! We had no more arrived at Faz Pindobas
when we got word from Pedro (who had roared ahead) that the bird was at the end of the trail downslope. By
7:05A. we had all managed to get superb views at one of the rarest birds in Brazil! In addition to the banded
individual we saw, there was a young bird, streaked below, being fed by an adult (fide Pedro Paz).

E OLIVE-GREEN TANAGER (Orthogonys chloricterus)
Super views on several occasions, the first good looks at Carlos Botelho.

FLAME-CRESTED TANAGER (Tachyphonus cristatus)

E RUBY-CROWNED TANAGER (Tachyphonus coronatus)
Seen often; most folks got to see the usually concealed crown of the male at one location or another.

BLACK-GOGGLED TANAGER (Trichothraupis melanops)
RED-CROWNED ANT-TANAGER (Habia rubica)

E BRAZILIAN TANAGER (Ramphocelus bresilius)
One of the most startlingly beautiful of the endemics.

SAYACA TANAGER (Thraupis sayaca)

E AZURE-SHOULDERED TANAGER (Thraupis cyanoptera)
Seen well on several occasions; a good songster.

E GOLDEN-CHEVRONED TANAGER (Thraupis ornata)
Another good-looking endemic--especially for a Thraupis.

BLUE-AND-YELLOW TANAGER (Thraupis bonariensis)
PALM TANAGER (Thraupis palmarum)

E DIADEMED TANAGER (Stephanophorus diadematus)
A very smart-looking tanager that sounds more like a grosbeak.

FAWN-BREASTED TANAGER (Pipraeidea melanonota)
PURPLE-THROATED EUPHONIA (Euphonia chlorotica)
VIOLACEOUS EUPHONIA (Euphonia violacea)

SOUTHEASTERN BRAZIL 17
Field Guides Incorporated 800-728-4953 512-263-7295 fieldguides@fieldguides.com  www.fieldguides.com



GREEN-CHINNED EUPHONIA (Euphonia chalybea)
Stunning views of this endemic from the tower near the Hotel Hampel; seeing the males come to the feeder
some 50 feet up was pretty exciting, and to see the females so well and hear their many calls and other
vocalizations was a real treat.
CHESTNUT-BELLIED EUPHONIA (Euphonia pectoralis)
Several seen well; often heard.
BLUE-NAPED CHLOROPHONIA (Chlorophonia cyanea)
Four seen at Itatiaia; heard elsewhere.
TURQUOISE TANAGER (Tangara mexicana brasiliensis)
This distinctive, white-bellied taxon is endemic to the Atlantic Forest; seen well at CVRD.
GREEN-HEADED TANAGER (Tangara seledon)
A stunning Tangara whose colors we never tired of, though we saw it often.
RED-NECKED TANAGER (Tangara cyanocephala)
Another strikingly beautiful Tangara of southeastern Brazil.
BRASSY-BREASTED TANAGER (Tangara desmaresti)
And, yes, another! This one is hard to beat, even in the Tangara-rich Andes.
GILT-EDGED TANAGER (Tangara cyanoventris)
And another beauty.
BURNISHED-BUFF TANAGER (Tangara cayana)
CHESTNUT-BACKED TANAGER (Tangara preciosa)
This was a mighty lovely one; the views we had of the males and females at the tower feeder were stunning.
BLUE DACNIS (Dacnis cayana)
GREEN HONEYCREEPER (Chlorophanes spiza)
SWALLOW TANAGER (Tersina viridis)
Electric!

Emberizidae
PILEATED FINCH (Coryphospingus pileatus)
LONG-TAILED REED-FINCH (Donacospiza albifrons)
Nice views of this pretty finch.
BAY-CHESTED WARBLING-FINCH (Poospiza thoracica)
A very pretty Poospiza, seen readily along the road to Agulhas Negras.
RED-RUMPED WARBLING-FINCH (Poospiza lateralis)
Seen well, including from the tower feeder near the Hotel Hampel.
BLUE-BLACK GRASSQUIT (Volatinia jacarina)
BUFFY-FRONTED SEEDEATER (Sporophila frontalis)
A real treat to repeat on these birds from last year as they continued feeding on the seeds of the fruiting
bamboo in Carlos Botelho; one often sees them solely in captivity, as they are threatened by the caged bird
trade and by locals who trap them for song contests. A lifer for the Grebe!
TEMMINCK'S SEEDEATER (Sporophila falcirostris)
The same goes for this bird; exceedingly good views of singing males. Another lifer for Grebe.
YELLOW-BELLIED SEEDEATER (Sporophila nigricollis)
DOUBLE-COLLARED SEEDEATER (Sporophila caerulescens)
BLACK-BELLIED SEEDEATER (Sporophila melanogaster)
One of the most pleasingly marked Sporophilas; these birds are migrants and had just returned for the nesting
season. We saw about eight males and no females; the latter had probably not arrived on the breeding
grounds. Nice song.
BLACKISH-BLUE SEEDEATER (Amaurospiza moesta)
Great views of a singing male at Corvo, near Curitiba.
SOOTY GRASSQUIT (Tiaris fuliginosa)
One was seen by Grebe as we watched the Streamer-tailed Tyrants and she tried to find us!
UNIFORM FINCH (Haplospiza unicolor)
Good looks in the fruiting bamboo.
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SAFFRON FINCH (Sicalis flaveola)

GRASSLAND (MISTO) YELLOW-FINCH (Sicalis luteola luteiventris)

STRIPE-TAILED YELLOW-FINCH (Sicalis citrina)
Heard by Marcos only at Vila Velha S.P.

LESSER GRASS-FINCH (Emberizoides ypiranganus)
Super study of a very responsive bird in the grassland of Rio Grande do Sul.

GREAT PAMPA-FINCH (Embernagra platensis)

PECTORAL SPARROW (Arremon taciturnus)

GRASSLAND SPARROW (Ammodramus humeralis)

RUFOUS-COLLARED SPARROW (Zonotrichia capensis)
Almost daily, including feeding at the canopy feeding tray on the tower near the Hotel Hampel!

Cardinalidae

BUFF-THROATED SALTATOR (Saltator maximus)

BLACK-THROATED GROSBEAK (Saltator fuliginosus)
Fine looks at this big black bird with the red bill.

GREEN-WINGED SALTATOR (Saltator similis)

THICK-BILLED SALTATOR (Saltator maxillosus)
What extraordinary views of this endemic, first at the Wetland Tapaculo marsh, then best at Itatiaia, where
we had at about eight individuals. | think these birds show pronounced sexual and age variation, with the
adult males appearing all gray with a touch of buff on the lower throat and crissum and good yellow on the
base of the bill; the adult females appearing rather green above with more buff on the throat and crissum and
a bit more black on the bill; and the immatures appearing rich orange buff below, quite green above (including
the head and nape), with all-black bills.

YELLOW-GREEN GROSBEAK (Caryothraustes canadensis)

GLAUCOUS-BLUE (INDIGO) GROSBEAK (Cyanoloxia glaucocaerulea)
A delicately beautiful grosbeak, seen extremely well twice on the tour, once near Garuva, once in the high
grasslands of Rio Grande do Sul.

Icteridae

SAFFRON-COWLED BLACKBIRD (Agelaius flavus)
A spectacular bird of limited range; we had splendid views of singing males and circumspect females in the
marshy swales of the Rio Grande do Sul grasslands.

CHESTNUT-CAPPED BLACKBIRD (Agelaius ruficapillus)
Nice looks at some of these blackbirds near Curitiba.

WHITE-BROWED BLACKBIRD (Sturnella superciliaris)

SCREAMING COWBIRD (Molothrus rufoaxillaris)
About six near Garuva; then Eric found us one at the entrance to Faz Capricornio.

SHINY COWBIRD (Molothrus bonariensis)

GIANT COWBIRD (Scaphidura oryzivora)
One seen following oropendolas near Pereque.

RED-RUMPED CACIQUE (Cacicus haemorrhous)

GOLDEN-WINGED CACIQUE (Cacicus chrysopterus)

CRESTED OROPENDOLA (Psarocolius decumanus)

YELLOW-RUMPED MARSHBIRD (Pseudoleistes guirahuro)
Splendid birds! Seen nicely in the high grasslands of Rio Grande do Sul.

CHOPI BLACKBIRD (Gnorimopsar chopi)

MAMMALS
MASKED TITI MONKEY (Callicebus personatus)

BROWN HOWLER MONKEY (Alouatta fuscus)
A nice look at five of these scarce monkeys at Carlos Botelho.

BRAZILIAN RABBIT (Sylvilagus brasiliensis)
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GUIANAN SQUIRREL (Sciurus aestuans)
We saw quite a few of these little squirrels, the only Sciurus we ever seem to see on the tour.

CAPYBARA (Hydrochaeris hydrochaeris)
BROWN AGOUTI (Dasyprocta variegata)

SOUTH AMERICAN FOX SP. (Pseudalopex gymnocercus)
The fox we had cross the road in CVRD was very dark.

SOUTH AMERICAN COATI (Nasua nasua)
LONG-TAILED WEASEL (Mustela frenata)

RED BROCKET DEER (Mazama americana)
We think we had both Mazamas at Linhares.

BROWN BROCKET DEER (Mazama gouazoubira)
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